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Lebanon 2004 Construction Law: Inside the Parliamentary Debates
Hisham Ashkar

Abstract

The dense state of construction in Beirut is often denounced by researchers, journalists, and activists.
The “Concrete Jungle” has become a synonym for the city. However, the development of this “jungle”
is regulated by strict laws, in particular, the Construction Law. This paper, largely based on the author’s
Masters thesis, offers a behind-the-scenes view of the process of promulgating that law, through
examining the relevant parliamentary debates. While advocating the common good, the debates were
plainly in favor of the real estate industry, with which the political elite has intricate ties. Moreover, and
critically enough, all along these debates, parliamentarians were keen on (re)defining the “correct”
aesthetics and ethics for Lebanon’s urban future.

Keywords: Lebanon, Lebanese Parliament, Construction Law, Real-Estate Industry, Politicians

To cite this paper: Hisham Ashkar, "Lebanon 2004 Construction Law: Inside the Parliamentary
Debates ", Civil Society Knowledge Center, Lebanon Support, October, 2014 . DOI.
10.28943/CSKC.002.20005.

[ONLINE]:
https://civilsociety-centre.org/paper/lebanon-2004-construction-law-inside-parliamentary-debates



https://doi.org/10.28943/CSKC.002.20005
https://civilsociety-centre.org/paper/lebanon-2004-construction-law-inside-parliamentary-debates

s Civil SOCiCty The Centre For

2oy "% Social Sciences
e 5Ielgtwrleedge Research & Action




@

"..' Civil SOCiCty ol 3 /=) The Centre For
s Knowledge @-}%{@ Social Sciences
S

- Centre =l Research & Action




@

"..' Civil SOCiCty ol 3 /=) The Centre For
s Knowledge @-}%{@ Social Sciences
S

- Centre =l Research & Action




.= Civil Society
¢ Knowledge

The Centre For

% Social Sciences
Research & Action

L4 L]

-+ Centre

X: road width
R: setback on a road
E: setback on an adjoining parcel (E = 4.5m)
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