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We operate three programmes:
• Daleel Madani
Online portal for civil society actors, aiming
to enhance the availability of and accessibility to information about civil society,
in addition to strengthening civil society
cooperation and enhancing the sector in
Lebanon. [daleel-madani.org]
• Civil Society Knowledge Centre (CSKC)
Online research and information platform
on civil society and public action issues.
It is composed of thematic projects and
makes available original research and
analysis (papers, reports, etc.), interactive
mappings, info-graphic visuals, and aggregated thematic libraries, among others,
with the objective of producing localised
knowledge, filling knowledge gaps, and
informing interventions and policies.
[civilsociety-centre.org]
• Civil Society Incubator
Officially launched in 2016, with the aim of
sharing Lebanon Support's expertise of over

10 years, the Incubator is designed to foster
the creation, development, and growth of
local civil society and public action initiatives, organisations, or projects. Incubation
at Lebanon Support is done through an
array of services such as provision of office
space, coaching and mentoring on technical
issues, management, administrative matters, research, advocacy, networking, and
web development among others. Lebanon
Support's Incubator programme does not
follow a ready-made format, but is rather
designed and tailored based on the needs
of the partner.
About the Civil Society Review
The objective of the Civil Society Review
is to bring civil society practitioners, experts
and researchers together to develop and disseminate knowledge, as well as to innovate
new tools and practices so as to strengthen
Lebanon’s civil society.
The Civil Society Review produces
evidence-based research and analysis, and
disseminates findings and recommendations
to promote civic engagement, shape policies,
and stimulate debate within the civil society
spheres in Lebanon.
In addition to Lebanon Support’s multidisciplinary team, the Civil Society Review
draws expertise from practitioners, experts,
researchers, and policy makers. First published in print, the Civil Society Review is
made available online at a later stage.
[For more information: lebanon-support.org]
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Introduction
LEBANESE, REFUGEE, AND
MIGRANT WOMEN IN LEBANON:
FROM SOCIOPOLITICAL
MARGINALITY TO TURN
AROUND STRATEGIES
While women’s issues and rights have
been at the forefront of public and civil
society debate, academic, and activist
publications, women’s inequalities and
the discrimination women face in Lebanon
have been notably undermined, whether as
citizens, refugees, or migrants. However, if
the publicising of the “issue of women in
Lebanon” has prompted the production
of more “gender-related” information and
knowledge, it has oftentimes adopted the
rhetoric of denunciation and victimisation.
Hence, there is a scarcity of in-depth and
sectoral studies on the logics of exclusion
and discrimination in comparison to
the number of studies adopting holistic
approaches to the conditions and status of
women in Lebanon.
This issue of the Civil Society Review aims
to bridge this gap by addressing the lack of
empirical data and gender-based analyses
on the experiences of women in Lebanon,
including refugees, workers, and migrants. In
contexts increasingly essentialising women,
the various contributions in this issue
dissociate from a fetishist representation
of “warrior women” – yet another exotic
cliché – focusing instead on women’s role
as actors of change. Although all local and
foreign observers unanimously recognise

that women in Lebanon are almost absent
or invisible in the official political sphere
(government, parliament, national public
functions, etc.), few are, alas, interested in
other forms of women’s public engagement,
as if women are only secondary or marginal
actors in social mobilisations. Worse still,
some sociological, journalistic, or militant
literature delves into the irenic and romantic
representation of women in Lebanon as
“mediators” or “peacemakers,” thus denying
their capacity to play a central role in
bringing about and influencing the course of
sociopolitical conflicts. However, history and
current conflicts in Lebanon demonstrate
that women are not only “peacemakers”
or “auxiliaries” in conflicts spearheaded by
men, but are also increasingly instigating
and fuelling social conflicts, based on their
two-pronged rejection of the dominant
political and sexual order.

fleeing the Palestinian camp of Yarmouk
in Syria, in their journey to their Lebanese
refuge. She retraces the transformation of
their humanitarian engagements and the
modalities in which the precariousness of
their status takes new forms of engagement
in exile.

The paper of Erminia Chiara Calabrese
analyses the stories of women within the
Lebanese Hezbollah. She explores the terms
of their engagements, often as mothers of
fighters, shedding light on the plurality
of their motivations, their lived political
experiences, their everyday practices as
well as their intersubjective commitment,
which adds nuance to the widespread
(mis)conception of the party’s ideology
being lived as a totalitarian experience.

While the predominant exotic representations
of women tend to depict women’s bodies
as objects of submissiveness and masculine
violence and victims of dominant patriarchy,
this constitutes a partial manifestation of
reality. Those representations do not help
grasp the concrete logic behind the “social
domestication” of women’s bodies, which
is not only limited to sexuality (women as
an object) or victimisation (abused women)
discourse. In fact, domestication can also
take more ordinary and banal, thus less
visible forms that merit to be highlighted.
In this vein, Marie Kortam, takes us on the

In a similar perspective, Valentina
Napolitano follows the itineraries of women

Lastly, Farah Qobeissi’s research focuses
on women migrant workers’ engagement
in the creation of a union, while
navigating mechanisms of exclusion and
marginalisation even within supporters of
their cause (NGOs, and lebanese unions),
in a context of state discrimination towards
foreign labour. Through the study of
the formation of the union, the author
poses broader questions related to the
feminisation and internationalisation of
labour that tends to question pre-existing
trade-unions structures.

personal journey of Nour, a Palestinian
refugee in Lebanon, and her struggle for
agency in her private life.
In an attempt to shed light on women’s roles
in social change, whether in collective action
engagement or in more private spheres, this
issue also proposes a series of portraits of
women whose engagement conflates the
private and the public, and that can be
invisible and often overlooked.
Miriam Younes retraces Wadad Halawani's
struggle on the issue of the families of the
missing and the forcefully disappeared,
contributing to reverse the stigma from
victimhood to activism, while Léa Yammine,
in a conversation with Nisreen Kaj, discusses
the issue of mixed identities and the
intersectionality of racism.
This issue is articulated around two main
sections: a first one offering in-depth papers
that delve into individual or collective
trajectories of women engaged in different
spheres, from anthropological, sociological,
or political science perspectives.
The second section, through conversations
with several women, explores different
stories of lived engagement and attempts
at reclaiming agency over their experiences.
Overall, this issue aims at shedding light
on various spheres of engagement of women
in Lebanon.
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